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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Hello Chapter members, families, friends, and fellow IHCC 

collectors. We have successfully completed six major shows 

this show season – January and February at Flywheeler Park, 

Pioneer Days at Zolfo Springs, our Chapter State Show at 

Buffalo Nickel Ranch, and the Bluegrass Festival at Fort 

Christmas all in March, and Culpepper’s Farm Days in April. 

The weather has been excellent with only two cool show days. 

We have several smaller one day shows planned to get us 

through the heat of the summer. Let’s hope that the mild 

winter/spring weather continues well into the summer season. 

Meanwhile several members are planning to attend shows in 

NC, NH, NY, OH, IN, IA and a few other northern states during 

the summer. Several members are planning on attending the 

RPRU in Sedalia, MO on June 10-13, 2015. Please mark on your 

calendar and make your plans if you have not already done so. 

There will be members at the Chapter tables. You are 

encouraged to stop by and offer assistance. You may review 

the Coming Events column on page 2 for the latest show dates 

and locations. We have a very busy and ambitious agenda over 

the summer and into the fall season. 

 

Our 1973 International Cub raffle tractor restoration is finally 

complete. A few members have spent countless hours since 

last October stripping down and rebuilding this tractor. 

Bearings, seals, a clutch assembly, regulator, radiator, 

battery and box, seat and cushions, wire harness, rims, 

lights, deck plate, hood, grill, steering wheel, and carburetor 

are but a few of the items replaced. The final coat of paint 

and decals went on last week. We have exhibited it at several 

shows and plan to have it at RPRU in MO in June. 
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The 1956 IH 300 Utility tractor donated by Mr. Walter Gantz 

is still up for sale. Max Favourite is handling this sale. You 

may contact him via e-mail at maxfavourite@gmail.com or 

by phone at 260-316-7488. 

 

 

 

  

National and Chapter dues were outstanding as of March 

1
st

. Please renew your membership now if you have not 

already done so. An IHCC membership renewal form is 

included in this newsletter. A form may also be found on 

our web page. Dues may be paid in person at any of the 

Shows or mailed to our Treasurer: Warren Wiley, 237 

Nandina Terrace, Winter Springs, FL 32708. If you have not 

paid your dues by now, this will be your last communiqué.  

1956 INTERNATIONAL 300 UTILITY 

FOR SALE 

 THE HARVESTER 

 

COMING EVENTS 

May 15-17, 2015 

Got To Be NC Festival 

Raleigh, NC 

June 10-13, 2015 

Red Power Round Up 

Sedalia, MO 

June 20, 2015 

Park Mow Day 

June 30 to July 4, 2015 

45
th

 Annual Southeast 

Thresher’s Reunion 

Denton, NC 

July 2-5, 2015 

FL Antique Power Club 

Old Town, FL 

August 15, 2015 

Park Mow Day 

August 26-30, 2015 

50
th

 Annual Tri-State 

Engine & Tractor Show 

Portland, IN 

October 3-4, 2015 

Peanut Festival 

Jay, FL 

October 17, 2015 

Mow Day 

Flywheeler Park, FL 

October 23-24, 2015 

Farm Heritage Days 

Lake Park, GA 

October 30-31, 2015 

National IH Auction 

Frederick, MD 

November 4-7, 2015 

20
th

 Auunal Fall Fuel UP 

Flywheeler Park, FL 

November 21-22, 2015 

FL Antique Power Club 

ST Petersburg, FL 

December 5-6, 2015 

Cracker Christmas 

Fort Christmas, FL 

December 11-12, 2015 

Christmas in the Park 

Flywheeler Park, FL 

December 18-19, 2015 

Christmas in the Park 

Flywheeler Park, FL 

January 13-16, 2016 

29
th

 Antique Engine & 

Tractor “Swap Meet” 

Flywheeler Park, FL 
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The club trailer retrofitting is almost complete. Since the last report, we have 

been able to obtain suitable photographs of our tractors and have had them 

converted into large scale decals that are now installed onto the trailer. A 

few minor interior details remain to be completed – winch and electrical hook 

ups and additional tie downs. There is plenty of room for a cub tractor, 

Bubba’s cadet, and storage of our merchandise. The trailer has been 

displayed at several shows and will be used to carry a tractor to the RPRU 

this June.   
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Have you made plans for your Vintage Tractor Caribbean Cruise? It’s not too 

late to join in on this big tractor voyage! You will be leaving Port Canaveral on 

January 10, 2016, aboard Royal Caribbean’s Freedom of the Seas for eight 

days of fun, food, partying, shows, and plenty of expert tractor talk/advise 

with fellow vintage tractor enthusiasts. You may participate in an onboard 

filming for a Small Town Big Deal episode as well as view a special premiere 

screening. There will be intermediary stops at Cococay, Bahamas for a 

private beach BBQ; Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas for a private cocktail party; 

and Philipsburg, St. Maarten. For more information you may contact: 

themedcruisetravel.com, smalltownbigdeal.com or stewsihstuff.com.  
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We are once again proud to pay 

homage to one of our truly 

honorable Charter members, Walter Gantz. Like many of us, Walter is now 

considered a “seasoned old timer”. In Walter’s case that title comes with an 

abundance of experience, knowledge, and foresight. We wish to address a 

recent event that speaks directly just to his foresight. On many occasions 

over the years, Walter has engaged our members in conversations on the 

importance of arousing the interest of the younger generations in 

preserving, restoring, and exhibiting antique farm related equipment. Walter 

is a true man of his word. He recently presented a very good/restored 

International Cub to the son of one of our members. Charles and Molly 

George have several nicely restored tractors and trucks and are often seen 

exhibiting and parading them at our shows. Adam, their son, is a nice clean 

cut well behaved young man who has a profound interest in antique 

tractors. While viewing tractors at the February show, Adam happened to 

notice that the little magnetic sign on one of Walter’s tractor had HIS name 

listed as the owner. He read it, peeped up at his dad, read it again and 

looked up at his dad about three more times with a surprised smile that was 

getting bigger and bigger until it totally encompassed him with excitement.  

It was great! Walter was able to present the keys to the Cub to Adam at our 

State Show. Adam somehow contained his emotions pretty well, but that 

large smile just wouldn’t go away and told the real story. I know he didn’t 

sleep that night. The next day he was in the parade in the driver’s seat with 

his father riding on the drawbar. We all thank Walter for his compassionate 

generosity and wish Adam the 

best of luck with his newly 

acquired lifetime joy. 
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          EIGHTH ANNUAL 

           HISTORICAL FARMALL TRACTOR SHOW 
AND 

IHCC FLORIDA CHAPTER 27 STATE SHOW 

MARCH 4-8, 2015 

 

   

The Eighth Annual Historical Farmall Tractor Show was held at Stewart 

Paquette’s Buffalo Nickel Ranch just west of Leesburg, Florida on March 4-8, 

2015. This is the eighth year that IHCC Florida Chapter 27 has had the good 

fortune to be invited to the Buffalo Nickel Ranch. The Antique Truck Club of 

Florida returned for their second year. 
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The weather was moderate with only two cool/windy days. The Museum’s 

enclosed buildings are well equipped to handle these type situations and 

those unable to brave the chill were able to marvel over the indoor exhibits 

and antique memorabilia or watch tractor parades and other movie events 

and listen to their favorite DVD in the Show Building. 
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Many tractor exhibitors were able to participate in the daily tractor parade 

around the Museum grounds. The new kidde train also participated in the 

parades. It was a big hit with the children. One of the highlights on Friday 

was Stewart’s 8
th

 “Running of the Red” consisting of a several mile tractor 

and truck drive from the Buffalo Nickel Ranch west on HW-44 to Brownwood, 

a new shopping mall within the Villages, for lunch and return. Shortly after 

11:00 AM the participating tractors and trucks had been correctly positioned 

within the convoy and were on their way. As drivers arrived at the designated 

reserved parking area at Brownwood, they were greeted by many of the local 

residents. Members ate lunch at nearby restaurants of their preference and 

returned to answer questions from many of the interested onlookers who 

were still admiring their tractors and trucks. Around 2:00 PM the convoy 

began the return trip back to the Buffalo Nickel Ranch.  

Several improvements had been made to the pulling track including the 

acquisition of a more modern sled. Both tractors and trucks joined in the 

activities this year. Observations and sounds reaching my exhibit area 

indicated that they were really enjoying the event.  

The Banquet meal was served in the Show Building Friday evening at 6:00 PM 

and consisted of BBQ chicken and fish, coleslaw, baked beans, rolls, and 

dessert. The Hall was filled with members and friends enjoying the good food 

and camaraderie. 
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This marks the eighth year that IHCC Florida Chapter 27 has held its State 

Show at the Buffalo Nickel Ranch. We would all like to express our sincere 

appreciation to Stewart Paquette, his family and friends for inviting Chapter 

27 to participate in the Eighth Annual Historical Farmall Tractor Show. They 

are a most gracious host. We consider the museum to be a true tribute to 

International Harvester Collectors everywhere. 

Charles G. Stevenson 

President 

Florida IHCC Chapter 27  
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Culpepper’s 

25
TH

 HISTORIC FARM/HERITAGE DAYS 

The 25th Semi-Annual Alapahoochee Historic Farm/Heritage Days Show was 

held on April 10 – 11, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. The two-day 

celebration is a Vernon Culpepper family-sponsored event dedicated to 

preserving the history and heritage of early 1900s farming in the Echols 

County, GA area. The show is located on the Culpepper farm at 202 Bethel 

Church Road just outside the small town of Lake Park, GA. 
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Owners and operators of antique 

farm equipment from the surrounding 

areas and neighboring states exhibited their equipment and spent several 

days camping on-site reminiscing about farm life during the “The Good Old 

Days”. The show featured antique tractors, a parade, tractor pull, flywheel 

engines, farm equipment, a swap meet, and much more. There was also a 

horse drawn tram for the younger at heart. 
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I suggest that you come hungry, as 

hamburgers, hotdogs and homemade 

cakes and cookies are offered at the most reasonable prices I’ve run across 

in quite some time. If you were willing to stand in line, you could even 

purchase BBQ sandwiches on Saturday. A tractor drive was conducted on 

April 9
th

. The tractor caravan left Alapahoochee at 10:00 a.m. and arrived at 

Lake Park in time for a hearty lunch.  
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Although slightly on the warm 

side, the weather was excellent 

Thursday and Friday. Saturday morning was overcast and cooler. Around 4:00 

p.m. the weather began to rapidly deteriorate. We were only able to get about 

10 miles down the road before the bottom dropped out. So goes shows on the 

road. We all returned home safely without incident. 

 

Florida Chapter 27 would like to thank all members of the Culpepper family 

for their time and effort in presenting such a successful show and for making 

us all feel so welcome and at home. It is easily understandable why several 

Florida farm equipment exhibitors have this show on their must attend list. 

Charles G. Stevenson 

President 

Florida IHCC Chapter 27 
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