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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Greetings to all our Chapter members, families, friends, and fellow 

IHCC collectors. Members are looking forward to an exciting and 

adventurous new year that includes the addition of two new shows. 

We have already completed eight very successful show events this 

year. Members participated in the 26
th

 Annual Engine and Tractor 

Swap Meet on January 16-19
th

 at Flywheeler Park. The weather was 

mild and attendance was good. On February 2nd we elected new 

Flywheeler Officers and Directors. The Flywheeler Mike Sharp 

Tractor event took place on February 16th. On February 19th we 

conducted a bus tour to the Paquette Historical Farmall Tractor 

Museum on the Buffalo Nickel Ranch in Leesburg followed by a Farm 

bus tour through south Florida on February 21st. During February 20-

23rd many of our members participated in the 21st Annual Antique 

Engine and Tractor Show at the Park. Chapter 27 was honored to 

have the opportunity to host the 21st National IHCC Annual Winter 

Convention during this show. We were blessed with plenty of 

sunshine and temperate weather. New Park attendance records were 

set each day. Over 360 IH tractors and engines were displayed in the 

Feature Show Area with many additional tractors spread throughout 

the exhibit areas, the IH Center, and the Gause IH Building. IH 

tractors led the daily parades which were the longest in Park history. 

The Cubfest and seminar events were well attended. Two hundred IH 

members from 34 states attended the Convention Banquet on Friday 

night at the Country Club in Lake Wales. Guest speaker, Ron Olson, 

the senior agronomist for The Mosaic Company, gave an interesting 

presentation on what his company was doing to help farmers 

increase their crop yields. 

 

From February 27th through March 3rd Chapter 27 supported two 

shows. Several members participated in 2013 Pioneer Park Days 

show held in Zolfo Springs. The weather was cool, windy, and wet. 

But as always, the true collectors and exhibitors braved the 

conditions and attended anyway despite the fact that many of us  

mailto:cstevenson14@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jimgrauel@embarqmail.com
mailto:floridapk9@gmail.com
mailto:WJLKM@aol.com
mailto:ekszhills@verizon.net
mailto:greks@verizon.net
mailto:kjt2920@embarqmail.com
mailto:starchief1960@aol.com


 

 

 

prefer not to let our collections get wet. The show had a good 

turnout despite the weather. It is good to see that the Flywheelers 

continue to support the Pioneer Park Days Show. 

Many of the remaining Chapter 27 members moved their collections 

from Flywheeler Park to Leesburg on Monday and Tuesday for the 

Sixth Annual Historical Farmall Tractor Show held at Stewart 

Paquette’s Buffalo Nickel Ranch which began on February 27
th

 

and ran through March 3
rd

. Our Chapter’s Sixth State show was 

held in conjunction with this show. As with Zolfo Springs, the 

weather was not very cooperative in Leesburg either. We had 

torrential rainfall on Tuesday. Wednesday through Sunday was 

occasionally sunny but very windy and cool. The Museum’s 

enclosed buildings are well equipped for these conditions. We 

noticed that patrons showed a great deal more interest than usual in 

the indoor exhibits. 

On March 16-17th Chapter 27 and Flywheeler members attended the 

Bluegrass Festival at Fort Christmas. The weather was mild and 

sunny. We set up in the shade under the large moss laden oaks near 

the Fort. Good crowds enjoyed the Bluegrass music and milled 

among the first rate crafts. The children especially enjoyed our 

exhibits. 

Several members also attended and exhibited at the Antique Engine 

Show at the Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero on March 16-17th. 

It is a joy to watch the Rangers start and operate the 80 HP 

Fairbanks Morse Diesel engine and generator. 

National and Chapter dues were outstanding as of March 1st. For 

those of you receiving the newsletter by US mail, you may look at 

the date above your name on the address label to determine if your 

dues are due on 3/1/13. If the number is 3/1/14, you are paid up until 

next March. Please renew your membership now if you have not 

already done so. Members whose dues are in arrears will be removed 

from both the Chapter and National membership rolls and will no 

longer receive our newsletter or the Harvester Highlights. An IHCC 

membership renewal form is included in this newsletter. A form may 

also be found on our web page. Dues may be paid in person at any of 

the Shows or mailed to our Treasurer: Warren Wiley, 237 Nandina 

Terrace, Winter Springs, FL 32708. 

 

Charles G. Stevenson 
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SIXTH ANNUAL 

HISTORICAL FARMALL TRACTOR SHOW 
AND 

IHCC FLORIDA CHAPTER 27 STATE SHOW 

FEBRUARY 27, 28 AND MARCH 1, 2, 3, 2013 
 

 

 

The Sixth Annual Historical Farmall Tractor Show was held at Stewart Paquette’s 

Buffalo Nickel Ranch just west of Leesburg, Florida on February 27-28 and March 

1-3, 2013. This is the sixth year that IHCC Florida Chapter 27 has had the good 

fortune to be invited to the Buffalo Nickel Ranch. 
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The Florida Flywheelers again helped with the show as a co-sponsor and 

contributed to its success. Through the Flywheelers we were able to bring in 

additional member participation which helped increase the number of exhibits 

and vendors. Their co-sponsorship also enabled Flywheeler members to 

participate in the tractor drive on Friday and the tractor pulls on Thursday 

through Saturday. 

Those who came to the show early on Monday really made a good decision. They 

were able to set up their exhibits, see what’s new around the museum, visit with 

old friends and make new ones, all while enjoying a sunny Florida day. On 

Tuesday all northern Florida received sporadic torrential rains with 

accompanying tornado warnings that delayed many of us from starting our 

journey to the Ranch until early Wednesday morning. For the remainder of the 

week, the weather was sunny, windy, and progressively cooler. The Museum’s 

enclosed buildings are well equipped to handle these situations and those unable 

to brave the chill were able to marvel over the indoor exhibits and antique 

memorabilia or watch tractor parades and other movie events and listen to their 

favorite DVD in the Show Building. 
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Many tractor exhibitors were able to participate in the daily tractor parade 

around the Museum grounds. The new kiddy train also participated in the 

parades. It was a big hit with the children. The VHS Buffalo band led the Saturday 

parade. They enjoyed riding the train most of the day. 

        

        

 

       
 

One of the highlights on Friday was Stewart’s 6
th

 “Running of the Red” consisting 

of a 7 mile tractor drive from the Buffalo Nickel Ranch west on HW-44 to a new 

shopping mall for lunch and return. Shortly after 11:00 AM all the 24 participating 

tractors and two trucks had been correctly positioned within the convoy and 
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were on their way. Turning west off of S. Whitney onto HW-44 drivers faced a stiff 

12 knot cool wind. Only a couple of drivers were lucky enough to have a tractor 

with a cab or ride in a truck. After parking in the mall designated reserved 

parking area, the drivers were greeted by many of the local residents. Members 

ate lunch at nearby restaurants of their preference and returned to answer more 

questions from many of the interested people who were still admiring the tractors 

and trucks. Around 2:00 PM the drivers started their engines and began the one 

hour return trip back to the Buffalo Nickel Ranch. 
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While the rain on Tuesday had left the pulling track too wet, it was reconditioned 

for pulling by early Thursday. The Flywheelers completed pulls on Thursday, 

Friday, and Saturday. They appeared to be thoroughly enjoying themselves and 

they put on quite a show for the visitors. We owe a special thanks to Jerry and 

Susan Cunningham, Don and Karen Dodd, Jim and Carrie Grauel, and several 

other Flywheelers who helped make the show a success. 

      
The Banquet meal was served in the Show Building Friday evening at 6:00 PM and 

consisted of BBQ chicken and fish, cole slaw, baked beans, rolls, and dessert. 

Dinner music was provided by a vocal group. Over 100 members and friends were 

in attendance. 
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A few members began their homeward trip late Saturday evening. Those 

remaining were saddened to awaken Sunday morning only to discover cooler 

temperatures and stiff winds. The tractor pulls were canceled for Sunday. 

     

     

      

This marks the sixth year that IHCC Florida Chapter 27 has held its State Show at 

the Buffalo Nickel Ranch. We would all like to express our sincere appreciation to 

Stewart Paquette, his family and friends for inviting Chapter 27 and the Florida 

Flywheelers to participate in the Sixth Annual Historical Farmall Tractor Show. 

They are a most gracious host. We consider the museum to be a true tribute to 

International Harvester Collectors everywhere. 

Charles G. Stevenson, President, Florida IHCC Chapter 27 and Florida Flywheeler 
9 



 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE: The Board has been giving some consideration to purchasing a cargo 

type enclosed trailer to haul the cut-away cub or other small tractors and our IH sales 

merchandise items to the various show events that members attend. We currently have 

to divide the Club’s exhibit items among 

several members who have to lug it around 

in addition to their personal exhibit. It has 

proven to be very cumbersome to get the 

Club’s items reassembled back to the 

Dealership after shows. The trailer would 

also be used at the IH Center for our 

merchandising effort. This would enable us 

to convert the Dealership Building 

showroom into a more representative IH 

configuration. The Board of Directors will be taking this matter under consideration 

during their next meeting. All members are encouraged to express their opinion/thoughts 

on this matter to any member of the Board or attend our next meeting. 
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Fort Christmas 

Bluegrass Festival 

March 16-17, 2013 

 

IHCC Chapter 27 and the Florida Flywheelers exhibited some of our antique tractors, 

engines, cars, and farm equipment at the Fort Christmas Bluegrass Festival on Saturday 

and Sunday, March 16-17, 2013. There cannot be many things better than sitting in the 

rocking chair, basking in the lovely spring-like weather, while listening to wonderful 

Bluegrass music occasionally accented by the intermittent popping sound of one of our 

gas engines. In this setting, it was ever so easy to forget the cool weather that we had 

endured just a few weeks earlier at our last show. There was a lot of pickin’ and grinnin’ 

going on. But the shakin’ was wisely left to our engines. People from throughout central 

Florida brought their lawn chairs and sat around enjoying the Bluegrass music provided  
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by a variety of bands including Moonlite Express, County Line, Seminole Ridge and New 

River. There was Kettle Korn and other goodies to munch on with excellent BBQ pork 

and chicken for lunch. We usually save the ice cream for the afternoon. But this crowd 

ate it all day long. Occasionally one could get up, walk around to stretch their legs and 

enjoy the products of the first class crafts fair all while remaining within ear shot of good 

Bluegrass music. One could also visit the Fort, the “Cracker” house, several other 

pioneer homes, a school house, and watch a blacksmith apply his trade. 

       

       

       



 

Members attending and exhibiting were: Jim Turner, Jimmie Whedbee, Walter and Helen 

Gantz, Kaye Thornton and Mark Beck, Butch and Cheryl Shanaberger and family, Jerry 

and Susan Cunningham, Charles Stevenson, and Park Ranger, Joseph Adams. 
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We would like to thank the Fort Christmas Historical Society and the Orange County 

Parks and Recreation Division for inviting us to participate in this year’s Bluegrass 

Festival event. We hope those visiting the Park enjoyed our exhibits and demonstrations 

and the excellent Bluegrass music as much as we did. 

Thank You! 

Charles G. Stevenson, President 
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