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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Hello Chapter members, families, friends, and fellow IHCC 

collectors. We hope that all members enjoyed the wonderful 

holiday season and are looking forward to a better and more 

prosperous New Year. Chapter 27 successfully completed 

fifteen show events during 2013. Members are expecting an 

even more exciting and adventurous coming year that includes 

the addition of two new shows – the AG Fest at Fort Christmas 

and a show at Horsepower Ranch in Geneva. We start the year 

off with the 27
th

 Annual Engine and Tractor Swap Meet in 

January at the Park. In February we support the 22
nd

 Annual 

Antique Engine and Tractor Show at the Park. Members also 

participate in the Pioneer Park Days Show in Zolfo Springs, the 

Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero, the Bluegrass Festival 

at Fort Christmas, and several smaller local shows in between. 

Our Seventh State Show will be held from March 6
th

-8
th

 in 

conjunction with the Seventh Annual Historical Farmall Tractor 

Show at Stewart Paquette’s Buffalo Nickel Ranch in Leesburg. 

Throw in a couple of out of state shows and the Red Power 

Round Up will be here before you know it. The second half of 

the year will be just as exciting. 

 

Chapter 27’s annual election is scheduled to occur during our 

January Dinner meeting. If you are interested in becoming a 

director or officer, contact Tim Wheaton (863-202-0766) in 

order that we may include your name on the election ballot. 

Spaces will be included on the ballot for write-in candidates. 

 

National and Chapter dues were outstanding as of March 1
st

. 

Please renew your membership now if you have not already 

done so. An IHCC membership renewal form is included in this 

newsletter. A form may also be found on our web page. Dues 
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COMING EVENTS 

January 15-18, 2014 

26
th

 Annual Engine & 

Tractor Swap Meet 

Flywheeler Park 

January 17, 2014 

Chapter 27 Elections & 

Dinner Meeting 

Flywheeler Park 

February 1, 2014 

Flywheeler Annual 

Meeting & Elections 

Flywheeler Park 

February 15, 2014    

Mike Sharp Annual 

Tractor Event 

Flywheeler Park 

February 19-22, 2014 

21
st

 Annual Antique 

Engine & Tractor Show 

Flywheeler Park 

Feb. 26 - March 2, 2014 

Pioneer Park Days   

Zolfo Springs, FL 

Feb. 27-March1, 2014 

IHCC Winter Convention 

Michigan City, IN 

March 6-8, 2014   

Chapter 27 State Show 

Buffalo Nickel Ranch 

Leesburg, FL 

March 15, 2014 

Bluegrass Festival    

Fort Christmas, FL 

March 15-16 2014 

Antique Engine Show 

Estero, FL 

May 14-18, 2014         

Tri-State Gas Engine & 

Tractor Show    

Portland, IN  

May 16-18, 2014        

Got To Be NC Festival 

Raleigh, NC 

June 26-28, 2014       

Red Power Round UP 

Huron, SD 

July 1-5, 2014            

43
rd

 Annual Southeast 

Thresher’s Reunion 

Denton, NC  

 

 

 

may be paid in person at any of the Shows or mailed to our 

Treasurer: Warren Wiley, 237 Nandina Terrace, Winter Springs, 

FL 32708. 

A new trailer for the Chapter has been purchased and is 

currently being fabricated in Georgia. Delivery is anticipated in 

mid January. Several tasks must then be performed to make 

the trailer show ready. We must paint the inside walls, 

fabricate and install shelving, install the winch, and have 

decals installed on the exterior. Members are encouraged to 

make donations toward the purchase of the trailer to help 

defray the cost to our treasury. We believe that all members 

will be proud of the Chapter’s new investment. 

The Chapter had been searching for a Cub to restore and offer 

at auction or to raffle off. Mr. Walter Gantz once again pulled 

through for us and donated to the Chapter an IH 300 Utility 

tractor to be used for this purpose. We are very appreciative to 

Walter for his compassionate and generous support. The 

tractor is in very good condition and the Board is considering 

just how much restoration is required and its final disposition. 

Fellow member Lawrence Hayman has decided to auction off 

his antique and custom collection of IH tractors and 

implements. He has exhibited several of his professionally 

restored tractors at our shows. Look for additional information 

in this newsletter. The auction will be held at 10:00 AM on 

March 15, 2014 in Hurlock, MD. 

The Flywheelers hold planned tractor activities one Saturday 

each month. If you enjoy seeing tractors work out, you are 

encouraged to attend these events and volunteer to help out. 

Charles G. Stevenson 

 

 
NOTE: If you have any newsworthy information or have attended 

any show event that you would like to have printed in THE 

HARVESTER, please contact Carrie at the address on the last page 

of this newsletter or FAX your information to 407-292-8909 or 

Email it to: bcfab6325@msn.com. Photographs would be welcomed. 
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38
th
 Annual  

Pioneer Days Festival 

Lake Wales, Florida 

 
 

Members of the Florida Flywheelers and IHCC Florida Chapter 27 participated in 

the 38
th

 Annual Lake Wales Pioneer Days Festival along the northern shore of 

Lake Wales on Saturday and Sunday October 26-27, 2013. The city-wide Festival 

celebrates the community’s history and its earliest pioneer settlers. The two-day 

event is hosted by the Lake Wales Historic Society. Both Saturday and Sunday 

were dry and mostly sunny. We enjoyed the warmth of the open sun during the 

morning hours and gradually moved under the shade of the large Oaks as the day 

progressed. 
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A few of the many festivities taking place included an antique car, 

truck and tractor parade through the park and the historical 

downtown district at noon on Saturday. Club tractors and antique 

cars participated in the parade. Flywheeler antique engines, tractors, 

and various pieces of farm equipment were demonstrated during the 

Festival. Jerry and Susan Cunningham exhibited their excellent 

collection of toy models. Their exhibit is always a huge success with 

young and old alike. A Flywheeler tram pulled by an IH 656 tractor 

driven by Dave Swinehart was used to tour visitors around the 

historical portion of the city. Mary Ann was acting tram tour guide. 
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The Talako Indian Dancers from Orlando presented Native American Dances. 

Wood carving, wood working, butter churning, making jewelry, fluting, painting, 

and blacksmithing were but a few of the crafts demonstrated. Farm animals were 

available for riding, feeding, and petting. Water balling, and face painting were 

among the thrilling activities enjoyed by the children. Country musicians, vocal 

groups, and various bands provided live entertainment throughout the day. 

 

Concessions consisted of solid copper kettle popcorn, roasted sweet corn on the 

cob, BBQ, ribs, wings, Italian and Polish sausages, burgers, corn dogs, fish, pizza, 

candies, homemade breads, cookies, snow cones, and ice cream. 

 

6 

 



 

 

 

 

     
 

     
 

 
 

Members participating in the event included: Jerry and Susan Cunningham, Rick 

and Tammy Boyd, Jim, Carrie and Bubba Grauel, David and Dale Fischer, Jim 

Turner, Ron Wireman, Joey and Ricky Rugenstein, Mike and Lisa Haschel and 

family, Aaron Grinder, Harold Kirch, Butch Shanaberger, Ray Kremer, Ray and 

Carol Sibert, Casey McLaughlin, Bill and Louise Seavers, Joey and Norma Balyard, 

Evelyn Sandy and Grant Randall, and Charles Stevenson. 

We all appreciated the opportunity to participate in the Lake Wales Pioneer Days 

Festivities celebrating their historical past. We are looking forward to next year’s 

event and hope that more of our members will be able to join us. 

Charles G. Stevenson 

President, IHCC Chapter 27 

Florida Flywheeler 
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36
th
 ANNUAL CRACKER CHRISTMAS 

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COLLECTORS CLUB 

FLORIDA CHAPTER 27 

Just nine miles west of Titusville and I-95 or ten miles east of Orlando on SR-50 

one comes upon the quaint little country community of Christmas. It is the only 

place in the entire US where one can get their Christmas Cards sent from 

“Christmas”. Fort Christmas Historical Park is located two miles to the north on 

Fort Christmas road. The Park features a replica fort of the one built when 2,000 

US Army troops arrived there on December 25, 1837 during the Seminole Indian 

War. One can also take in a glimpse of history within the old school, post office 

and several historical pioneer homes that have been restored to preserve the 

“Cracker” architecture of the early 1900’s. Pioneer demonstrations such as broom 

making, blacksmithing, basket weaving, rope making, spinning yawn, quilting, 

wood carving, Indian Dancing, and Civil War reenactments are but a few of the 

activities taking place during the two day event. Over 150 crafters offered their  
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first-rate handmade items. An operating sugar cane mill and the making of cane 

syrup were also featured. Antique engines, tractors, trucks and cars were 

displayed along with other historical farming equipment. Excellent BBQ pork, 

chicken filets, country ham and biscuits, fries, open flame kettle baked beans, 

swamp cabbage, gator, and good homemade ice cream were but a few of the 

many excellent foods offered for your enjoyment. On Saturday, the Christmas 

Post Office operated a booth that afforded one the opportunity to have their 

Christmas cards hand stamped “Christmas” and mailed from the Christmas Post 

Office. On Sunday, you have to personally deposit your cards in the Christmas 

Post Office mail box.  

It was in this setting that IHCC Chapter 27 held its Eighth Annual Cracker 

Christmas Show on December 7-8, 2013. People from all over central Florida are 

drawn to this special event to see these unique demonstrations, exhibits and 

crafts. Over 50,000 people attended the event this year. Approximately twenty 

IHC Chapter 27 and Flywheeler members participated in the show. Our exhibits 

were a good representation of early gas engines, tractors, trucks, cars, tools, and 

farm equipment of the era. 
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Members attending and exhibiting were: Jim Turner, Art Lloyd, Jimmie Whedbee, 

Ron Tosti, Evelyn Sandy and Grant Randall, David and Carolyn Dixon, Warren 

Wiley, Kaye Thornton and Mark Beck, Charles, Molly, and Adam George, Hal Row, 

Charles Stevenson, and Park Ranger, Joseph Adams. 

Both Saturday and Sunday were slightly cloudy but very pleasant days. The 

temperature was in the mid 70’s with a slight breeze. Members thoroughly 

enjoyed the show and continue to be somewhat surprised with the large number 

of young adults and children attending and showing enthusiastic interest in our 

exhibits. 

We would like to thank the Fort Christmas Historical Society and the Orange 

County Parks and Recreation Division for inviting us to participate in this year’s 

36
th

 Annual Cracker Christmas event. We hope those visiting the Park enjoyed our 

exhibits and demonstrations as much as we enjoyed presenting them. 

Charles G. Stevenson, President 

IHC Florida Chapter 27 

And Florida Flywheeler 
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69
TH

 ANNUAL 

NATIONAL THRESHERS ASSOCIATION 

REUNION 

 

Traveling along the northwestern corner of Ohio on I-80, the Ohio Turnpike, one 

may find the little country town of Wauseon just to the south on SR-108. Wauseon 

is best remembered for it’s over abundance of Pizza restaurants and as the home 

of Miller Tire – the supplier of many of our antique tractor tires. We recently 

happened upon Wauseon while returning from a trip to the 24
th

 Annual Red Power 

Round Up in Lima, Ohio. 

    

The 69
th

 Annual National Threshers Association Reunion was being held at the 

Fulton County Fairgrounds on June 24-27. 
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The Fairgrounds are located just north of the intersection of I-80 and SR-108 and 

visible from the Turnpike. There are only three motels in the immediate area. The 

Holiday Inn Express is the recommended choice. 

This show was originally organized in 1944 on a farm in Alvordton, Ohio and is 

considered to be the oldest continuous event featuring antique steam and gas 

engines in the country. It is also one of the largest and best events of its kind. 

Approximately 50 really big steam tractors put on crowd pleasing demonstrations 

of massive power. A great variety of restored engines and tractors were on 

display and performed demonstrations.  
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The show also features a small flea market, a variety of good food, quality crafts, 

craft workshops, a blacksmith shop, a sawmill, daily parades, and musical 

entertainment. The youngsters had their own Kiddie Pedal Pull on Saturday. A 

tractor pull was held on Sunday. The show provided something for the entire 

family. 

At this event you are able to relive a bygone era by viewing a variety of historic 

equipment, implements, and moving demonstrations. There is nothing like 

smelling the smoke, feeling the heat, or coughing up the dust of passing steam 

tractors! If you like really big steam engines, tractors, and nice gas engines, and 

like to watch them at work, this is an event you need to see. At this show, 

everything moves! 
17 

 



 

     

     

     

Several other IHCC Chapter 27 and Flywheeler members also attended the show. 

We would like to thank the National Threshers Association for their efforts in 

helping to preserve our agricultural heritage. They put on a great show. 

 

Charles G. Stevenson 

President, IHCC, Florida Chapter 27 

Florida Flywheeler 
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